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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A SERMON FOR THE SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION, BY OUR LATE 
BISHOP. 


Mark 1x. 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th verses. 


Jesus taketh with him Peter and James and John, and Jeadeth them up into an high 
mountain, apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. And his rai- 
ment became shining, exceeding white as snow, so as no fuller on earth can whiten 
them : and there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with 
Jesus: and Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here. 


In perusing the history of the life and conduct of the Divine Author of 
our Faith, we are struck with the well adapted means he employed in 
order to the perfect conviction of the few chosen witnesses and pro- 
mulgers of his doctrine. They were long wondering at his works; but 
wondering in ignorance and uncertainty, as to the real nature of his 
person and character. They saw him perpetually doing that which no 
man could do except God were with him, yet knew not that in him 
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and that he was the Son of 
God, to whom was given all powerin heaven and on earth. They heard 
him declare that he was the Christ, of whom Moses and the Prophets 
had spoken: but they saw in his words, no adequate evidence that he 
was, since they were unaccompanied with any preparation to restore the 
kingdom to Israel, and subdue the nations to its universal sceptre. 
They heard him speak of the things he was to suffer, and even of his 
death ; but would not realize the necessity of their privation of the pre- 
sence and friendship of a master, who by the instruction of his dis- 
courses, and the beneficence of his works, had attached them so fondly 
to his person. He told them of his power to restore from its ruins, 
in three days, the temple of his body; and of the vanity of the power 
of his enemies, to be evinced in his rising from the dead. ‘“ Yet they 
kept that saying among themselves, questioning ove with another, what 
the rising from the dead should mean.” 

It was necessary to the purposes for which Christ had selected these 
men to be the immediate companions of his life and ministry, that all 
this uncertainty and ignorance as to the real divinity of his mission, 
power, and person, as to the true nature of the Messiah and his kingdom, 
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and the fact of his being himself that Prophet, should be removed by 
evidence the most unequivocal in its character 5 and that the most indeli- 
: be made in their stead, of the whole truth which 


ble im: ressions should , : ’ 
, world, and in testimony of which they were 


they were to testify Lo the 


suffer bleed. . 
? = ie to this important end, it was, that he wrought the mi- 
Apostles were personally most affected ; that when 

by the unctivn descending on them from on high, the eyes of their spiri- 

tual understanding should be completely opened, they should, in such 

miraculous circumstances, recollect evidences the most irresistible, of the 

truth of all that before he suffered he kad declared ; and by his rising 

from the dead, had so perfectly confirmed. Thus, when he came, 

walking on the sea, ond lifted Peter, sinking, from its waves, he could 

not but cause him to remember in his deliverer from such danger, one, 

who mighty to save, would according to his word, redeem from death 

all who, relying on that word, would fly for refuge to his power. When, 

in the garden of Gethsemené, he struck the approaching emissaries of 
the Court to the earth, by the power of his presence, it was to impress 

hie disciples with the omnipotence, which, however inconceivable in 

one “made like unto his brethren” as he was, and as a man, conversant 

among the sons of men, they were soon to assert, as the attribute of 
their ascended Lord. And when in the mount he was transfigured be- 

fore Peter, and James, and John, the chosen witnesses of the scene, he 

placed upon the tablet of their memory things then indeed passing 
man’s understanding, but soon to be the substance of a testimony, which 
they were to bear to the Jews first, and then to the Gentiles, and for 
the confirmation and establishment of which they were cheerfully to 
surrender themselves to death.. 

In assuming this to be the design of our blessed Lord, in this most 
stupendous and sublime of all the miracles, which until his death attested 
him the Son of God with power, we are fortified by the fact, that these 
three disciples who were selected to be its witnesses, were those among 
such as bad been with him from the beginning, who led the way in the 
promulgation of his faith, and in allthe paths of danger through which 
its progress lay, with the most determined fortitude, and the most ener- 
getic zeal. The Holy Ghost did indeed descend into their minds and 
hearts—with its extraordinary influence and powers ; but the Holy Ghost 
did not, at its miraculous descent, first teach them the truths, whose 
cause they so ardently and intrepidly pursued. It found the impression 
of their evidence on their minds indelibly made, by what they before had 
seen and heard. Its province was to give a full distinctness to the truths 
themselves, as making the great business of the Messiah’s advent, and 
the system of redemption and mercy, through him; and enable them, 
with a patience which no toils could weary, and a fortitude which no 
re or suffering could subdue, to carry them to all the nations of the 

But the transfiguration of Jesus in the mount, it is seasonable parti- 
cularly to remark, (whatever else it might be calculated to enforce upon 
the minds of the three chosen witnesses of it, and all who with faith 
should in after ages peruse the record of it, made by the Evangelists,) 
was most happily adapted to aid the former to realize the glorification 
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of their master, which he had told them should be the consequence of 
his death and sufferings. ‘“ His raiment became exceeding white, says 
the Evangelist, so as no fuller on earth can whiten them.” He was 
transformed to their sight, into an inhabitant of the heavenly world. 
There was no similitude on earth to which they could liken the appear- 
ance which he assumed. The robes of humanity were exchanged for 
those of a spiritual, and immortal nature. With the impression of this 
scene, therefore, on their minds, they were prepared, when their master 
was no more with them, to conceive his reception into the presence of 
the Father, and to assert, as they should have actually witnessed, that 
“he whom men had taken with wicked hands, and crucified and slain, 
had visibly ascended into the heavens, to be on the right hand of God, 
exalted far above all principalities and powers ; angels, and thrones, and 
dominions being forever made subject unto him.” 

Here, too, in inseparable connexion with that of the principal truth it 
was so happily adapted to shew them, in this stupendous miracle they 
received evidence, afterwards found so deeply impressed on their minds, 
and so important to the services and trials to which they were appointed, 
of the glory, of which, they, with their glorified master, were to be par- 
takers. There came a resplendent cloud and overshaded them, in the 
very presence and society of Jesus, and of Moses and Elias, who so long 
had been taken from the earth. It enwrapt them with the inhabitants 
of the world of immortality and glory. Here, then, was the reward 
which was to crown their faithful suffering for Christ. Recalled to 
their minds by that spirit which Christ sent according to his promise, to 
bring all things to their remembrance, which in the course of his minis- 
try he had taught them, how sure and animating a testimony must this 
have proved to these heaven-commissioned teachers of the doctrine of 
immortality; that theirs should be the blessed portion of the spirits of 
the just made perfect ; that through the grave and gate of death they 
should pass to the presence of their Lord in glory, and to the intercourse 
of the holy and the good, who had shone as lights in the world and were 
now enshrouded in the splendors of the glory which is about the Fathet’s 
throne. 

The words of St. Peter in the passage of the Evangelist conveying 
the narrative of this wonderful occurrence in our Saviour’s life, “* Master 
it is good for us to be here,” were uttered under the immediate effect of 
this overpowering vision of immortality. ‘ He wist not, indeed, what 
he said.” Hesaw himself and his companions, however, in the midst 
of light from the throne of God —irradiating the person of their master, 
and attesting him to be one whom beaven claimed for its own. He saw 
before him the honored servants of God, inhabitants of the immortal 
world, by their presence and conversation with Jesus, at once giving 
evidence of a blessed immortality, and recognizing and honoring him, 
as its Lord and king. Transported with such attestations of the sublime 
realities of the celestial state, and of the divine excellency and majesty 
of him, under whose conduct he was enlisted, what wonder that he 
should be willing to abide in the scene of sensations’so delightful, of re- 
presentations full of encouragement to the hopes, and of solace to the 
sorrows of sinful, frail mortality! Considered as expressing a feeling 
such as this, (though literally they conveyed a meaning which was not 
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may take up the words of the disciple, and say, “ it is 
good for us to be here” —or to abide in the meditation of the evidences 
of the immortal world, and the glory of its inhabitants. 

| mean not, my brethren, that it Is good for us to surrender up the 
whole mind, and the whole life to the contemplation of things heavenly 
and eternal. This has been an error, by which Christ has been dishon- 
ored, and his religion subjected to the reproach of the indolence and 
uselessness of thousands of its votaries, But it 1s an error, of which, in 
our day, and our quarter o! the Christian world ; there is little danger ; 
and it is unnecessary to detain you with any remarks on its inconsistency 
with the spirit and design of the religion of him who came to purify 
unto himself “a people zealous of good works.” Is it not, however, 
good fur us to be bab:tually, in the spirit of such religious meditation, 
as will bring effectually before our minds, the evidences of immortality 
and its glory? Oh yes! it is good for us to be here, my brethren ; it is 
good for us to be familiar with the evidences of that existence, to which 
as joint heirs with Christ our faith encourages us to aspire ; because it 1s 
thus only that we can effectually feel what we profess to believe concern- 
ing it as Christians—thus most effectually be incited to that obedience 
which isthe actual pursuit of things that are heavenly and eternal—and 
thus avail ourselves of encouragements and consolations necessary to the 
trials and troubles of this state of our existence. 

It is good for us, then, first, to abide, or be habitually occupied in the 
contemplation of the evidences of a world of immortality, and the glory 
of its inhabitants, because we thus only can feel as we ought, what, con- 
cerning these, we profess, as the disciples of Jesus, to believe. It is a 
primary article of our faith as the followers of Jesus, that he having 
overcome death, and abolished the curse to which sin had doomed our 
nature, has *‘ brought life and immortality to light”—and that, there- 
fore, when the earthly house of their bodily tabernacle is dissolved— 
the faithful shall have “a building of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens,” whither Christ himself visibly ascended. 
We believe this on the evidence on which in general we rest our profes- 
sion of the faith of the Son of God. But in the hurry and agitation of 
human pursuits and passions, how little is the faith of the world to come, 
ordinarily felt ! More interesting than any other truth with which our 
minds can be impressed, it is, at the same time, often less regarded than 
any other. Daily drawing nigh to the period of the transitory existence 
assigned us in these mortal bodies, we think not of the state in which, 
through the mercy of God revealed in Jesus Christ, we may live forever, 
and be forever happy. Is this wise, my brethren, is it prudent, is it 
consistent with the sense we profess to have of things that pertain to the 
soul and its destiny beyond the grave? Unquestionably not. Should 
ee then, shake off this forgetfulness of heaven and its glory, and 
salient pHemie ayapenis A that as here we have no continuing city, 80, 

S aworld eternal, in which it is our best wisdom to 


approved, ) we 


oe that we may be among the ransomed of the Lord? But how 
weal ink <0 feel this truth, if we think not of it? To what purpose shall 

e think of it, if we think not of it in the spirit of that intense devout 
which brings all its evidence, as it is furnished by the gospel 
0 all its luminous fulness, within the clear and satisfying 
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vision of the eye of faith? And how can we fail, if we thus often do 
employ our thoughts, to bring this truth effectually home to our bosoms, 
as that in which of all others, we have the greatest, the most inestima- 
ble interest ! 

Another consideration that makes it good for us to abide in the 
contemplation of these things is that thus we must be most effectually 
excited to that obedience of the law of Christ, which is the actual pur- 
suit of things heavenly and eternal. The great and only adequate 
motive of mortal virtue is the reward of it, that is immortal; but it is 
not enough considered, obvious as it is, that the immortality which Christ 
hath purchased, is the inheritance, not of every one who calls himself by 
his name, but of such as do the will of the Father who isin heaven. We 
believe in a world eternal, the inestimable purchase in our behalf of 
him, who died to take away the sins of the world. But we, at the same 
time, often live in practical unbelief of it. We forget that an immor- 
tality of bliss is the reward of the faith which terminates not in profes- 
sion, but evinces itself in ‘all the fruits of righteousness which are by 
Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God ;” and, therefore, with the 
doctrine of an immortal world speculatively in our minds, we live and 
act with no influence from it governing us; but as if, when we had 
finished our chosen part of folly here, and all our schemes of interest, 
ambition, pleasure, however prosecuted, were arrested by death, we 
were destined to pass from their occupation to that of the saints and 
perfected spirits of the just. To rouse us from such dreams of tempo- 
ral delusion, and set us forward with alacrity in the paths of the Chris- 
tian life of holiness, purity, godliness and love, what can be more 
effectual, than to make the world of future being and the glory of its 
inhabitants, the habitual subject of our meditations? There we shall 
behold all the reign of peace and love, and shall be tempted to ask our- 
selves, can we pass to this from scenes of agitation and distraction, in 
which we wilfully keep ourselves involved, for the sake of some object 
of unholy passion, or some end of forbidden and depraved desire? 
There we shall behold those whom God has received to be partakers of 
his glory, clothed in raiments exceeding white, such as no fuller on 
earth can white them—and shall we find admittance there, we shall be 
induced to ask, with garments uncleansed from the pollutions of the 
world and its corrupting influences, of which it was the province of the 
faith of Christ, and of the law he has prescribed, to divestus? There 
we behold those who through faith wrought righteousness; and whose 
admittance there was the reward of fidelity to all they had learned of 
the will of Christ, prosecuted at“least in godly sincerity, and with an 
ever active sulicitude for his pleasure and glory. And can we hope to 
be partakers with them, we shall find our hearts prompting us to in- 
quire; if, through faith that worketh by love, and patience, we seek not 
to inherit the promises—if we renounce not all ungodliness and wordly 
lusts, and live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world, 
looking for the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Je- 
sus Christ ? 

Lastly, it is good for us to be here, or to be much conversant by holy 
meditation with the realities of the immortal world, because we thus 
only can effectually avail ourselves of the encouragements and consola- 
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sions which are necessary to the best happiness of which tlris state of 


being will admit. 
onst, Paul had so well familiarized himself with the great eternal re- 


wards of faith and holiness, and so thoroughly incorporated them with 
the most cherished interests of his heart, that he could describe himself 
and his companions in tribulation for the faith of Christ as “* chastened 
and not killed ; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” My 
brethren, there is nothing that forbids us so in our minds and hearts to 
abide with our Lord in glory, as that we may be able to apply this Jan- 
guage toourselves. But how without the habitual meditation of the im- 
mortality andits glory which he made known, shall we be able to rejoice 
in sorrow, be patient in tribulation, and drink with cheerfulness the bitter 
cup of life, presented by ourheavenly Father ? How shall we be able 
without this, to support the burden, with which the vicissitudes of life 
oppress us, or to look through the conflicts and trials of mortality, to the 
tomb, but with anguish, and with horror? 

To what shall we ascribe the impatience and repining of men under 
the ills of life, to what their utter incapacity to endure with a religious 
fortitude the sorrows with which they are overtaken, but their insensi- 
bility to the truth, that there is a world beyond the present, in which a 
glory shall be revealed to the faithful, with which the ills of this present 
life are not worthy to be compared? They have believed in the doc- 
trine of immortal life and glory; but it is still as strange to their 
minds, as the language of some remote tribes of the carth, whose exis- 
tence they dispute not, and whose use of speech is as unquestionable as 
theirown. The doctrine they do not question; but unaccustomed to 
contemplate it, either as to its nature or its evidence, it is bringing 
strange things to their ears, to bid them !ook to it for comfort. To this 
cause, undoubtedly, must we ascribe whatever unhappiness is found 
among the professors of the religion of Christ: to this cause their inca- 
pacity of its consolatious. They have been unaccustomed to look through 
the things of time, and all the cares and perplexities of their mortal state, 
like Stephen in his martyrdom, into the open heavens, and contemplate 
Jesus who was crucified to abolish death, and insure life and immortality 
to man, standing at the right hand of God. For this cause they are un- 
happy. For this cause, they endure not the spoiling of their goods by 
misfortune. For this cause, they mourn, when those they love are taken 
from them by death, as those who have nohope. For this cause they 
look at the grave with horror, and shrink with irreconcileable repugnance 
from the thought of the irresistible destiny that dooms them thither. 

Brethren, although in the midst of life we are in death; although in 
the midst of its joys we are called to trouble ; although all its brightest 
scenes and prospects are but as the little intervals, through which the 
glooms of gathering tempests permit us to behold the face of heaven: 
bcc Vea - happy, if we will make the contemplation of the world 
ly, and a = to minds, For, then, we shall estimate more just- 
led‘ look thes sree! am life we now live in the flesh. Then shall we be 
sin cao felicit® of t s eeting scene of trial, and of sorrow, for the true 
shecetbia oe ourbeing. Then shall we be led to love and to seek 

gs which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of 
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God. Then shall we learn to approve the things that are really excel- 
lent and desirable, and labor for that interest in the merits of him who 
died that we might live, which will justify and animate our hope of an 
inheritance, among them that are sanctified by faith that is in him. 
And now permit me, brethren, in concluding, to ask, why should we 
not think-it good for us to abide in thought and affection amidst the evi- 
dences which the gospel spreads before our view, of the immortality and 
glory, which its author has insured by his precious death, and his trium- 
phant resurrection and ascension, to all the faithful followers of his 
counsel? Why should the world, andthe things thereof, engross the 
cares and solicitudes of our souls?’ Why, oh why, should we spend our 
strength for naught, and our labor for that which cannot satisfy the de- 
sires of an immortal nature? What isthe worth of all the objects, that 
exclusively employ our time and toils, when weighed in the balance with 
those, which, as immortal beings, are placed by the gospel of our salva- 
tion within our reach. But, the question is one which we choose not to 
determine. Itis unseasonable, and its solution suits not with the en- 
gagements in which we are involved, or the enterprises of pleasure and 
the competitions of interest, fame or pride. Shall we, then, wait for 
death, before whose approach all these things are soon to vanish as airy 
nothings from our view—si:all we wait for this, and the judgment that 
shall follow, to determine it? Oh God! forbid that we should thus sin 
against our own souls—the souls which thy love has purchased by the 
blood of Him, whom thou gavest to ransom them from death! Let the 
quickening influences of thy Holy Spirit awaken them that sleep in in- 
sensibility to thy goodness, yet sparing and waiting to be gracious to 
them. Restrain, oh restrain from the ways of death thy erring disobe- 
dient people—and lead them through the timely acceptance of thy mercy 
tendered, into the paths which conduct to peace, to glory, and to thee ! 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


REMINISCENCES OF OUR LATE BELOVED BISHOP. 
[Continued from page 11.] 


A letter dated New-York, Dec 1816, to Bishop White-—The distance at 
which I feel myself placed from you in every thing that authorizes opi- 
nion, or least the expression of opinion, on Church matters, has for some 
time discouraged me from conveying to you some sentiments that arose 
in my mind after leaving Philadelphia—when a subject, on which the 
conversation happened for a few minutes to turn, when I had the plea- 
sure of meeting you at Mr. M ’s came, I know not how, to occupy 
my solitary meditations. The indulgence, however, with which you 
characteristically treat your inferior brethren, and the freedom you have 
allowed me to use in conversing with you on matters in which I have so 
little right to judge independently of my superiors, have at length de- 
termined me to address to you the sentiments to which I allude, under 
an assurance I cannot but feel that the kindness which I have always 
experienced from you will be extended to me, when I need it to excuse 
the apparent presumption of an obtrusion of my opinions upon yow, 











Seemgs 









in 


peers? TS 








40 Reminiscences of our late beloved Bishop. {May 


The subject of conversation referred to, was the wish which it was 
f our brethren in Maryland, and elsewhere, enter- 


mentioned, that some o 1, a : 
tained, that the discretion with regard to the omission of some portions 
< ’ 


of the regular service of our Liturgy might be sO extended as to give 
authority for the omission (now said to be made without authority, under 
the influence of urgent considerations of expediency or convenience) of 
the Litany and Ante-Communion service. The circumstances in which 
the wich of this alteration was stated to be founded, are the distance at 
which in Virginia and Maryland, the people in many instances reside 
from their Churches —and the coldness and inclemency of winter 
weather, subjecting to suffering from too long confinement in their seats, 
without the relief which in the cities is had by means of stoves. I do not 
know that I did not, in concurrence with the same sentiment expressed 
by others present, assent to the reasonableness of the wish which our 
brethren were said to be meditating to prefer at the ensuing General 
Convention. This I am aware is a circumstance not worth the noticing— 
yet on thinking the matter over in some of those moments of anxiety 
about the state of our Church, which obscure and insignificant as I feel 
myself in her affairs, I often have, I have been led to wish that I could be 
instrumental in preventing the favor of any having influence to be ex- 
tended to this projected alteration, Your opiuion, sir, would of course 
very much influence a decision on it, and therefore it is that ignorant 
what your opinion relative to it may be, I trouble you with this, per- 
haps, both needless and presumptuous, in explanation of mine. The ne- 
cessity for such a qualification of the obligatoin now existing with regard 
to the Sunday service, I believe, is, for the most, ideal—if not pretended. 
The difference between the time employed in reading the whole service, 
as it is now appointed, and that which with the projected indulgence it 
would reguire, [ have pretty satisfactorily ascertained not to be, except 
in Passion week, more ‘han about fifteen or twenty minutes, and this with 
longer singing between the services than might in any urgent case be 
necessary. The saving of convenience to the congregation, therefore, 
in this respect would be very unimportant. The only consideration in 
favor of such a measure having so little to be said for it, the question 
occurs with force, whether it ought to be suffered to influence a modifi- 
cation of the service to which there are some very strong objections, 
lhe following are such as have presented themselves to my mind—you, 
sir, can better judge of their sufficiency than I. 

In the first place, there exists already among many of our brethren, in 
some parts of the country, a considerable impatience of the obligation of 
conformity to the service as prescribed. The institution of the discre- 
tion proposed would seem to justify this; and therefore not lessen the 
may SN oes in which the call for it may fairly be presumed 
Heeneedl di Brean a contrary, it appears plain to me, that more 
rarer _ _ wou ‘ but produce more unlicensed ; until, not accor- 
re. ape Arie er mig t be, but according as the wind of caprice might 
partioubee Br esr might be read as prescribed. Among those 
ea came wth ret oe who have come into the Church from among 
of their pro arene a who, however sincere in all important points 
cunt tee ol change of sentiment in favor of our Church, yet 

y expel or subdue those lurkings of self-love, which, are 
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provoking them to justify their old habits, I fear we should, under these 
circumstances, find the tendency to irregularity greatly increased, by . .2 
confession thus tacitly made to them by the Church, that her services 
were tedious. The discretion being (as, if it is granted at all, it of course 
must be,) to be regulated by circumstances of which the minister is to 
judge, he might use it with little regard to any that would fairly prove it 
necessary or expedient. And the convenience of the people out of the 
question, his inclination would constitute a rule of discretion—into which 
he might repel investigation, by alleging the authority of the Church, 
which had left it to him to judge whether the whole service should be 
read or not. And thus, in many places, the service shortened by discre- 
tion might be all the people would habitually hear, if they were not put 
off with the habitual abuse of the license given, by mere wilful mutila- 
tion and abbreviations, all justified, as might be pretended, by the very 
principle, on which the Church had proceeded wm instituting the discre- 
tion so abused. 

In the next place, this extension of the discretion to the Clergy to 
omit or not the partsof the service before mentioned, might be attended 
with some danger to the faith of our Church. The Collects attached to 
the communion service for every Sunday in the year, | have always con- 
sidered as an important evidence for the doctrines which she holds. The 
prefaces or introductory parts of them usually consist of some revealed 
truth, expressed in an eucharistic form of address to God: and even the 
petitionary part, directly or indirectly, necessarily conveys doctrinal in- 
formation. The habitual omission then of these Collects for the day 
would keep out of the sight of the people, one of the most important 
evidences of the faith of the Church, as opposed to Calvinism on the one 
hand, and all other kinds of ism on the other. While, should the pro- 
posed discretion cover also the omission of the Litany, the standing tes- 
timony it contains for the old form of sound words would be very much 
weakened. Indeed were this license instituted, might not anti-trinitarians 
waive their scruples and creep into the Church in some instances, eva- 
ding at examinations the evidence of an unsoundness, which they wanted 
only the opportunities of office, and pastoral intercourse, to insinuate 
into the minds of the people, whom it would be no easy matter to put 
right by any exertion of the discipline against their leaders into error. 

It would not meet this objection, to say that the Litany might be im- 
peratively required to be read on certain days. This requisition might 
soon become easily evaded in a variety of ways, and after a while by many | 
be wholly disregarded. 

It is another objection with me, to this alteration, that it would be 
authorizing and justifying the impatience to which our people are already 
disposed too much, (all but the most old-fashioned Churchmen, who never 
would or could be Presbyterianized in any of their feelings or habits) of 
the length of the prayers as an impediment in the way of the sermon. 
I believe sincerely that most of our preachers preach too long at a time, 
to very little purpose, at once to humor this Presbyterian preference of 
the sermon to the prayers, and to exert their Evangelical zeal and elo- 
quence for the good of souls. License these to shorten the service, and 1 
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should fear they would use the licensed abbreviation for the sake of the 
popularity of prea ching a little longer, and it would be even found, L pare 
no doubt, that want of time which was saved in the desk, would be the 
preacher's vail. With respect to the impatience that our poole eee 
time express of the length of the service, it might be corrected, 1 be gi 
by the proper use of the discretion now authorized by the Rubric. Oo 
not believe that any complaint that ought for a moment to be regarded, 
or rather that ought not to be altogether disregarded, could be made of 
the length of the services, performed as they are in your Churches. 
Such, sir, are some of the considerations which I have thought, had I a 
voice in the Convention, would influence me against the alteration, which 
it is supposed some of our brethren would wish to have authorized there. 
[t may be said the lilverty of omitting is now used, and we cannot say 
aught against it, because it is alleged the convenience of the people in 
some country places imperiously requires it. I sincerely believe this 
reason will not be urged by any who has the true spirit of the Church 
and her services in him. It comes from a laxity of Churchmanship, 
a sort of neutralizing indifference with respect to her excellent and all 
important offices, which in some parts of the country is already convert- 
ing our congregations into meeting-house assemblies. This tendency of 
things cannot be directly restrained. The discipline of the Church en- 
forced in check of it would only make it worse. While on the contrary, 
by firmly persisting in her present course, may not the Church bring the 
general example of her Clergy more and more tu discountenance it—and 
by the unpopularity of all wilful mutilation, at length destroy the dispo- 
sition for it, except among the few, (and I cannot but hope their number 
will be fewer in future) who have come from among other denominations 
into her ministry, with no sufhicient conviction of any distinctive princi- 
ples. In short, that | be not further tedious to thee, the matter appears to 
me, sir, at the worst to resolve itself into a choice of evils. On the one 
side, is that of directly countemancing and encouraging a disposition very’ 
prevalent in many places, to treat the Liturgical Services slightingly. 
The other is that of suffering this species of evil to prevail by sufferance, 
while the law, and the argumentum ad hominem, andthe constant testimo- 
ny of conscience, stand in force to discountenance and restrain it, of these 
evils, the latter 1 would say is the least. I would leave the law to 
operate its eflect by degrees on the judgments and consciences of all 
concerned ; while by withholding the license wanted, I would bear a 
testimony in favor of things as they are—to which time and improved 
clerical education, and character for which we must look, if our Church 
is to exist In this country, may give more and more effect. Certainly with 
the character of ministers we at present have, if we wish our officiatin 
Clergy to be discreet, the less discretion they are clothed with the better. 
{ have thus, sir, taken the liberty, which I feel demands all your in- 
dulgence, of explaining to you my sentiments on matters on which I am 
aware, It 1s not for me to write or speak confidently ; and when your in- 
dulgence for my presumption is granted, your patience I am sensible 
will be exercised not a little, that you may bear with the folly, which 
could so unduly estimate the value of your time, as to draw upon it so 
“argety, to so little purpose. My motive however is good, and you are 
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charitable. With these considerations I will comfort myself, after they 
have encouraged me to address to you this package, and in the mean 
time subscribe myself. 


—€5— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


“ VANITY OF VANITIES, SAITH THE PREACHER.” 


It is painful to reflect on the moral and religious condition of society. 
Man is possessed of all the necessary elements for true greatness and 
happiness, and yet we find him pursuing a course utterly at variance 
with reason and conscience, and which necessarily involves disgrace and 
ruin. 

No one, whose mind is at all enlightened with true wisdom, can for a 
moment doubt that the career of man is marked with folly and madness, 
if he will but observe the course of passing events, and notice the actors 
in the scene. 

Do we not find the hall of fashion still thronged with votaries? The 
gay multitude proclaim their entire devotion to the goddess of pleasure, 
and with music and dancing they offertheir homage. ‘Where are rea- 
son and conscience, when the Syren song charms the soul? Their voice 
is not heard, or if heard, it is soon hushed to silence, and the fascinations 
of the scene allure but to disappoint ; and promise, only to cheat the soul. 
The spirit that pervades the scene is not congenial to the soul; and 
though it captivates, it soon leaves a melancholy void—a pang that no 
human power can alleviate. 

Follow the man of pleasure in his journey through life. Is his path 
strewed with flowers? does cheerfulness mark his countenance ? does 
hope beam in his eye, and exert a tranquilizing influence ¢ Or rather is 
not his patha thorny one, his countenance often sad and dejected? and 
although he sometimes feigns an inward joy, the truth would declare that 
there is no peace to his soul—that he has forebodings of the future, so 
that even in this life he feels the sting of death. 

But, behold the road to wealth. It is crowded with travellers so eager 
in their pursuit, that they pass toilsome days aud sleepless nights. The 
grand object before them isa golden prize, and although they were 
created for the service of God, and immortality, they worship an idol and 
live for time. The voice is heard, “lay not up for yourselves treasures 
on earth,” but they heed not the injunction, all care for the future is 
banished from their mind—the darkness of the grave, and the retributions 
of eternity present themselves as awful realities: yet how often do they 
fail to arouse the mind from its stupor, the soul from the sleep of death ! 

He, who has ever witnessed the melancholy end of one who lived for 
temporal good, can wish no further proof of his folly and madness. His 
sun 1s about to go down, and the shades of twilight are lengthening. Be- 
hold, he trembles: there is without the splendour of noon-day, but 
darkness is gathering around him, and he feels on his brow the cold and 
icy hand of death. Ah! what terror marks the scene, when the messen- 
ger bids him depart and leave his treasure—that around which his affec- 
tions are all entwined, and which it is his very life to possess. But he 
leaves it, and has no friend to accompany him in his awful exit, and ng 
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friend in heaven, no prize for immortality—he goes a spirit fallen aud 
accursed of God, 

‘ie _ those who seek the temple of fame. It is for themselves they 
live and not for God. It is that honor and renown may be accorded to 
them on the page of history, and that future generations may know them 
as among the great of the earth, Self is their idol, and never was truer 
devotion offered. Its sincerity is attested by every act of their life. 

From what height of human greatness have many fallen ! The high- 
est pinnacle of fame may have been reached, and the admiration of the 
world expressed. ‘This, however, has not availed. The judgment of 
man is not the judgment of God, and it is he who ruleth among the in- 
habitants of the earth, and none can stay his hand. The bright career of 
many has closed in darkness, and the elevation they enjoyed in this 
world has only sunk them deeper in the next. 

“ Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” 
Man lives not for the attainment of true dignity and excellence, which is 
found in his intellectual, moral and religious improvement—the highest 
cultivation of reason and conscience, powers which ally him to angels, 
and make him a kindred of the skies. He lives not for the future, but 
all his plans and designs are circumscribed by the narrow limits of the 
present. He seems to consider the morning of his existence as its dura- 
tion—eternity as included in time. 

What solution can be found for this remarkable fact? It is impossible 
to believe that man is a rational being, and account for his folly, except 
on the ground that he is ignorant and wicked. He cannot understand 
himself. He cannot be conscious of the true character of those endow- 
ments given him by his creator—their nature and design, their improve- 
ment, and the consequences in time and eternity. He cannot understand 
his relation to God, or fvel that responsibility which results from it. He 
cannot have any true idea of the sad result of failing to become a faith- 
ful subject of the King of Kings. Reason would remonstrate if the 
mind were enlightened on these topics, and conscience would urge its 
possessor to cease his impiety : it would call him to the principles of rec- 
utude and loyalty, and demand for God the homage of a grateful heart. 

. The ignorance of man, and his wickedness, form a common bond for 
his destruction. How often when reason is not altogether blinded by 
ignorance, but when some of the rays of heavenly truth have been shed 
on the mind, and there has been felt within a principle struggling for life, 
have the corrupt passions of the heart risen hostile, and blighted the 
hope of promise! The monitor within has been hushed to silence, and 
the seal of death been fixed forever. 

The wickedness of man js great. It brings desolation and death. It 
has clothed the heavens with blackness, and rent the rocks in sunder—it 
fills the earth with mourning, and hell with despair. Where, oh where, 
can help be found 2? 

Shall we turn to heathen philosophy, and there be taught the character 
and duty of man, and his high destiny : there learn the art of transforming 
our vile nature into one of purity and love, and there find guidance for 
the Christian traveller which shall safely lead him through this dark world 


- sin, and make him triumphant in every conflict, and victorious over 
death and the grave ? 
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The wisdom of heathen philosophy has failed. It leaves the soul in 
darkness. It cannot instruct in reference to the present, or penetrate 
the future. It brings no ray of light from beyond the grave: it tells not 
of countless throngs—drinking from the river of life—of an immortality 
happy and glorious beyond conception. It knows not of the paradise of 
God, where Jesus is, our Saviour, and where alone the immortal spirit 
is destined to live, that is pure and holy. Eternity is a blank, and time 
an uncertain period. 

All subsequent experience has proved utterly insufficient to teach man 
his duty, or enable him to perform it. It is not possible in the nature of 
things that it should, since we cannot Jearn from our ignorance, or im- 
prove from our sinfulness. We can only continue to diverge more and 
more from the path of rectitude, since every impulse and motive to ac- 
tion is wrong. 

Infidel philosophy has indeed boasted of z¢s triumphs, but they are 
only seen in the effects of death. Society has withered under its curse, 
and an entire people have been sunk to the lowest depth of vice and ini- 
quity. Its inscription is “there is no God, and death is an eternal 
sleep.” Such impiety arouses the vengeaace of heaven, and will curse 
the land in which it dwells. Destruction and death will be swift mes- 
sengers of the wrath of God. 

It is to the gospel, then, we must go—that revelation which has been 
sealed by the blood of Christ. There learn our character, our duty, and 
our destiny. There learn the infinite love and mercy of God in the plan 
of redemption. There learn that a conquest has been gained over death 
and the grave—that now there is hope—so that the soul need not trem- 
ble when it looks on the silent mansion for the dead, and death can be 
welcomed as the transport to everlasting joy. 

Who, then, will not sue for pardon and acceptance through Jesus 
Christ, and consecrate himself to his service; that he may hereafter be 
found among those who shall be made Kings and Priests unto God— 


drink from the river of life, and wear forever a crown of glory ! 
H. 
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NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


An Introduction to the Knowledge of the Christian Religion: i two 
parts. Jl. An Explanation of the most material words and things in the 
Church Catechism. II. An Explanation of the two Covenants ; the great 
Feasts and Fasts of our Church ; and some religious terms designed to 
prepare people for understanding Sermons, the Holy Scriptures, and other 
good Books. To which are added, short forms of Prayer, Sc., for several 
occasions. By H. Crossman, M. A., Rector of Little Bromley, Essex. 
New Edition—It is evident from the title that this work embraces im- 
portant and seasonable topics, and the only question is, Are they well 
treated? We have no hesitation in saying, they are admirably. Nothing 
can be more discriminating, or better adapted for beginners in Christian 
knowledge, (we do not mean children only) than this little work. We 
believe it has passed through many editions in England, and we hope 
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some of our publishers will set it forth in acheap form, and give it a 
wide circulation. These specimens, we think cannot fail to recommend 
% “ What should this (viz. a fact brought to view on the festival of St. 

Michael) teach us? Never to use ill language or railing words to the 
worst enemy in the world.” : , 

“ What did these gifts (of the wise men, signify concerning Christ ? 
The offering of gold, signified Christ to be a king; Myrrh, being used 
for dead persons, signified he was to die: and the Incense signified him 
to be (cod.”’ 7” ‘ q 

“ Suppose we break the vows and promises we made at our baptism ? 
We break our Covenant, and of course forfeit the blessings assured to 
us therein. What, is there no method of renewing that Covenant we 
made at our baptism, after we have once broken it? Yes, Christ has 
appointed an ordinance on _purpose for us to renew the Covenant with 
God after we have broken it. What ordinance is that? The Sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper.” 

“What do you mean by ow Justification? God’s accepting us as 
righteous, on account of the satisfaction made by Christ for our sins.” 

“What is the design of Lent? It is appointed for three reasons. 
Whatis the first? To humble ourselves before God for our sins, and 
to pray for pardon. What isthe second reason of Lent? To put usin 
mind of that sore trial and temptation, which our blessed Saviour en- 
dured for our sakes. What trial was that? His being tempted by the 
Devil forty days in the wilderness. Whatis the third end of Lent? To 
keep up the memory of our blessed Saviour’s sufferings, and to prepare 
ourselves for the Holy Sacrament at Easter.” 

“What is meant by Purification of the blessed Virgin? It is some- 
what answerable to the Churching of Women amongst us: the Virgin 
Mary made her first appearance inthe Temple at the end of forty days 
after the birth of our Saviour, and offered the usual offerings of the poor, 
viz, two turtle doves, or a pair of young pigeons.” 

Fuller's Church History—This valuable old work, well known to 
those conversant with our earlier authors, curious and interesting in a 
remarkable degree, has lately been reprinted. It is our purpose to no- 
lice 1t more particularly hereafter, but at present we have time only to 
present the following extract, on the point of the exact time of conver- 
Sion, 

- Some there are who exact of every Christian, as a touchstone of their 
sincerity, to render an account of the exact time of their conversion, 
with the circumstances thereof—how, when, and where performed. 

| must crave leave to enter myself a dissenter herein, conceiving such 
a demand unreasonable, as generally required essential to all true be- 
levers. I confess, some may return a satisfactory answer thereunto ; 
namely, such, whose souls, suddenly snatched out of error and vicious- 
hess, were immediately wought upon, almost in an instant by the Spirit 
of (rod. hus of those three thousand gained, on many-Saints’ day, 
by St. Peter, at Jerusalem, with the preaching of one sermon, (Acts 11. 

, 1,) each one might punctually and precisely tell the very moment of 
their true conversion; and, generally, the worse men have been, the 
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better they can point at the accurate date thereof. And thus, as Kings 
count their actions by the years of their reign, (bishops formerly of 
their consecration) so these may use the style, “in the year of our 
conversion, first, or second,” &c. And as Herod kept a festival of his 
natural birth- -day, (Matt. 14, 6,) such, if so pleased, may duly and truly 
observe an anniversary solemnity of their regeneration. A privilege, not 
granted to all true believers: God, to show his power that he can, and 
pleasure that he will, vary the manner of men’s conversion, (though 
going the same path by his word and spirit,) useth a slower pace in the 
hearts of others, in whom grace is wought sensim sine sensu, modelled by 
degrees; in such, no mortal man can assign the minutary juncture of 
time, when preparing grace (which cleared the ground) ended, and sa- 
ving grace (which finished the fabric of conv ersion) did first begin. 

Observatle to this purpose are the words of our Saviour: “ So is the 
kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the srdiend and 
should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and 
grow up, he knoweth not how,” Mark, 4, 26. That grace is sown, and 
is grown, men know; but when, and how, in the persons aforesaid, God 
knows. Besides these adult converts, there are a second sort of Chris. 

tians unable to discover the date of Song dawning in them; namely, 
such who, with Timothy, (2 Tim. 1, 5; iii. 15,) may be said to be good, 

time out of mind, sucking in grace with their milk, extracted from and 
educated under a pious parentage. I hope and trust that your honor 
may truly be ranked in this latter form, that as many ancient deeds 
eyeines before the reign of King Henry III,) are commonly without any 
date ; grace, in like manner, will arise so early in your heart, (advanta- 
ged by your godly birth and breeding,) that you shall not remember the 
beginning thereof. However, to make sure work, it will be safest to 
examine yourself, (when arrived at age) what eminent accessions and 
additions of grace you can remember, with the place and time when the 
same were effectually wought in your soul, and what bosom-sin you 
have conquered. Especially take notice of your solemn reconciling to 
God, after repentance for some sin committed. 

David, no doubt, in some sort may be said to be born good, God bein 
his hope when in the womb, (Psalm 22, 10,) when on the breast of his 
mother, (Ps. 71, 5,) trusting in him, and taught by him, from his youth, 
(Ps. 71, 17.) Now, though probably he could not remember his first and 
general conversion, he could recount his re-conversion, after his foul of- 
fences of adultery and murder, as by his penitential Psalm doth plainly 
appear. Otherwise, such who boast themselves converted before me- 
mory, (by the privilege of their pious infancy,) if they can recover no 
memorials of their repentance after relapse, and produce no time nor 
tokens thereof, are so far from being good from their cradle, it is rather 
suspicious they will be bad to their coffin, if not laboring for a better 
Spiritual state. And now, my Lord, let me recommend to your child- 
hood the reading of the Holy Scriptures, as the Apostle termeth them, 
(2 Tim. iii. 15 :) Holy—in the fountain, flowing from the holy spirit indit- 
ing them: Holy—in the conduit-pipe, derived through holy men pen- 
ning them, (2 Peter 1, 21.) Holy—in the liquor, teaching and directing to 
holiness : Holy—in the cistern, working sanctity in such as worthily 
receive them, and “ making them wise unto salvation. 
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SELECTIONS. 


ON THE IMPUTATION OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST. 


“The doctrine (says an anonymous author) of the imputed — 
eousness of Christ, as it hath been too commonly taught and under- 
stood, hath been a fruitful mother of many pernicious and dangerous 
errors in divinity. It is supposed that the righteousness of Christ is 
so imputed to every believer, that it becomes formally his righteousness, 
and that upon the sole account thereof he hath a right to the future glo- 
ry. And if this were true, if Christ’s righteousness were thus ours, that 
righteousness being the most perfect righteousness, nothing less could 
answer it than the highest reward in heaven; and so indeed it would 
necessarily follow, that the future glory of all the saints should be alike 
and equal. But this supposition hath no foundation in scripture, yea it 
is plainly false. And that it isso, if we had no other argument, the very 
doctrine we are now upon were sufficient to evince. We have proved 
by very plain texts of scripture, that there will be a disparity of rewards 
in the life to come, according to the disparity of men’s graces and good 
works in this life ; and from hence we may safely conclude, that the doc- 
trine of those who teach that the perfect righteousness of Christ is for- 
mally the righteousness of every believer, and that thereupon he hath a 
right to the highest reward in heaven, is certainly false. Nay indeed, if 
that doctrine of theirs were true, a consequence would follow, which 
cannot be uttered without trembling, that every saint shall be equal to 
Christ in glory ; Christ’s righteousness being his, and so he having a right 
to whatsoever that righteousness deserved. ‘There isnothing more certain, 
than that the future glory ot the saints, is the purchase of Christ’s righte 
eousness. bButhow! By the meritorious obedience of Christ in his life 
and death, a covenant of grace, mercy, and life eternal was procured, 
ratified, and established between God and the sinful sons of men; the 
condition of this covenantis “ faith working by love,” or a faith fruitful 
of good works ; and there is also sufficient grace promised to all that shall 
heartily seek it for the performance of that condition. It is from this 
covenant of infinite mercy in Christ Jesus alone, that our imperfect good 
works have any ordination to so excellent a reward, as the future glory ; 
and it isthe mercy, the rich merey, the royal bounty and liberality of 
(rod, expressed in the same covenant, that assigns to greater degrees of 
grace here, greaier degrees of glory hereafter. This is the plain truth. 
but L ask whether they do not acknowledge that the present grace of the 
saints in this life is as well the purchase of Christ’s righteousness as their 
future glory ? They must, they will, they do confess it. Now then, 
according to their argument it will follow, that all the saints have equal 
degrees of grace in this life. because they have an equal share in the 
righteousness of Christ, by which that grace was purchased ; than which 
assertion, nothing can be more notoriously false. This their argument 
therefore is a manifest fallacy.” * * ‘“Inrespect (says Bishop Hobart) 
heap ica mre the merits of Christ are applied to the justifica- 
eiig walerese ion of the believer, the Churchman differs from some of 

estant brethren, rejecting the phraseology of the imputed right- 
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eousness of Christ, not because always exceptionable in meaning, but 
always liable to a dangerous application. For if, as in the language of 





some Protestants, the righteousness of Christ be imputed to believers, 
so that they are clothed with it, and that God views and accepts them 
only as invested with it, then the Antinomian doctrine is an unavoidable 
inference, that God can see no sin in believers; and that, therefore, they 
need not obey the moral law. This dangerous inference the Churchman 
avoids when he expresses the sole efficacy of the merits and grace of 
Christ to his salvation in the unexceptionable language, that the imper- 
fect obedience of the believer, performed in the exercise of faith, and 
through the influences of divine grace, are accepted only on account of 
the merits and intercession of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; or, 
that ‘‘ we are accounted righteous before God only for the merits of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”* 


—_— SS 


SCHISM. 
From Gresley’s “ Portrait of an English Churchman.” 


“‘ A thousand daily sects rise up and die, 
A thousand more the perish’d race supply.” —DrypDeEn. 


“ T have thought much,” said Ridley to his friend, “‘ on the explanation, 
which you were so good as to give me yesterday of the doctrine of the 
** Apostolic Church :” and I have referred again to the passages of Scrip- 
ture which you quoted. There appears to me no doubt that our Lord 
and his Apostles contemplated the formation of an uniform, undivided, 
anorganized body; branching throughout the whole world, an¢ main- 
taining every where the same essentials of doctrine and discipline—® body 
which should have “ authority in controversies of faith,” and power to 
expel disorderly members from its community—itself beings preserved 
from error by the ever-burning lamp of scriptural truths And I can 
well imagine how great an advantage and blessing it mu* have been, in 
the earlier ages, that such a visible body should exist, t” which all Chris- 
tians might safely join themselves for edification and Communzion ; and, 
consequently how pernicious and sinful it must hve been to break in 
upon this providential arrangement. The unir™ with such a Charch 
seems to present that happy medium between < blind submission <o hu- 
man guidance, and a presumptuous leanigy t0 Our private judgment, 
which is exactly suited to our condition as #lible and responsible beings : 
and no other state of things could well conceived more calculated to 
preserve that friendly communion am8°t Christians, which is so strong- 
ly enjoined in the word of God; -t to re-establish that fellowship, if 
unhappily it should have been oken: and no other system appears 
more adapted to spread itself sver the world, and embrace all nations 
and languages, and retain tkem in the true faith. 

“One difficulty, however, occurs to me—-namely, that if the Church 
be one, and that only be che true Church which maintains the Apostles’ 
doctrine and discipline, we unchurch many existing bodies of Christians 
which have varied from these conditions.” 


* Articles of the Church. 
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“1 see,” said Herbert, smiling, “* that you have forgotten my advice— 
to keep your mind fixed on the evidence given in Scripture to the doc- 
trine of the Church. It is a doctrine of which I think Scripture fur- 
nishes abundant proof. If Scripture admit of different interpretations, 
then the best help to guide us to the right meaning is the testimony and 
practice of the first Christians: and in the case before us the practice of 
the ancient Church fully corroborates the view which I have taken. But 
I see that you have been perplexing yourself with the present aspect of 
the Church; and though you acknowledge that Scripture speaks very 
plainly ; and do not deny the ancient uniform constitution of the Church ; 
and even admit that you discern great advantage in such an arrangement, 
and suitableness to our condition—yet, because within the last century 
or two, certain sects have sprung up, without being excommunicated, 
in this corner of the world of ours, you must alter the whole system, 
proved by Scriptures and ancient usage, and recommended by its mani- 
fest adaptation to the wants of human nature, for fear, as you say, of 
y nchurching these modern separatists.” 


Ridley.—I confess that you have described with tolerable exactness 
what has been the drift of my thoughts. 


Herbert.—It is a most common fallacy. The great misfortune is, that 
right-minded persons, like yourself, should so frequently fall into it. But 
tell me now, what do you mean by that word “ unchurching” which you 
have used 4 


Kiidley.—I meant that, in defining the Church as you have done, you 


deny ‘ts blessin gs and privileges to those bodies of Christians who do 
not beltng to it. 


Herber,—Just so, you seem to think that we act uncharitably to those 
bodies of Christians, and deprive them of certain valuable privileges. 
But I would fain ask, what possible effect our opinion, whether true or 
false, can har on those communities? How can it affect their claims 
— ae Way ar the other? Our opinion cannot unchurch those who 
sass bag Paes Church of Christ ; neither can it make those persons 
ve oe tig AIA 4 who are not so. We cannot arrest God’s grace, 

‘ave; but neither, on the other hand, can we ex- 


tend the privileges of his¢y, 
except by persuading them on —" refuse to accept them, 


Ridley.—A\i that js true. 8ut then, do you not lay yourself open to 


the charge of illiberality and 
ledge them as Churchman? “2% f charity, by refusing to acknow- 


Herbert.— i 
ert.—That is to say,—thoug». we believe our neighbors to be 


yn Hag an unsafe course, OF to say he least, at great disadvantage, 
gnt never to invite them to join themselves to us, and share our 


privileges, but let them go on as they please, without one word of cau- 
tion or admonition. This may be liberal; itmay be called liberal to 
explain away the word of God, and say that one form of religion is as 
cs as another, when God expressly teaches us the contrary. It may 
oe very liberal to say that separation from the Church is no sin, 
: ne declares it to be so: but I deny that it is charitable. I 

eny that it is charitable to remove the ancient landmarks which God 
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has fixed ; or to see our brother in imminent peril, and persuade him 
that he is in safety. Surely, if any persons can properly be said to 
unchurch their brethren, it is those, who, from false liberality, or worldly 
policy, or indolent good-nature, or ignorance of Scripture, speak lightly 
of the sin of schism, and so prevent separatists from seeing their error, 
and joining themselves to the Apostolic Church. 

But, in truth, the question is not as to what is liberal or illiberal, but 
what is true or false. The Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ established 
and organized a Church ; and expressly declared that schism or separa- 
tion from that Church was a grievous sin. If we believe that there is a 
Church at all, we cannot help being illiberal, as it is termed, to some: 
because, wheresoever we believe the line to be drawn, we must go by 
the very force of the terms, suppose that those who do not come within 
the line are beyond it—that those who do not belong to the Church are 
without it. Do not (the so called) orthodox Dissenters themselves call 
the Church of Rome Anti-Christ, and Socinianism a God-denying he- 
resy? It is our plain duty to ascertain what the Church of Christ really 
is, and not only to adhere to it, but to avow our adherence to it. We 
should cast to the winds all idle notions about liberality or illiberality in 
religion, and pray God to deliver us from so-mean a principle as the fear 
of being thought illiberal. 


Ridiey.—Your opinions are somewhat strong for the nineteenth cen 
tury, though I confess I cannot deny their correctness. 


Herbert—No lapse of centuries can alter the eternal word of truth. 
What the Church was in the first century, such must it remain in the 
nineteenth and for ever. 

Perhaps the subject before us may be placed in a clearer view, if we 
consider the circumstances of the early Church. St. Paul, we know, in 
the course of his journeyings, went to the island of Crete, (the ‘“ hun- 
dred cities” in Homer’s time, and a flourishing and populous island in 
the time of St. Paul.) Here his labors were blessed by the conversion 
of many heathens ; and when he departed from the island, he left Titus 
behind him in the episcopal office, with the commission to “set in or- 
der the things that were wanting, and ordain elders in every city.”” Now 
let us suppose, that, soon after the Apostle was gone, there arose up 
“certain unruly and vain talkers and deceivers,” respecting whom he 
had given Titus warning. Suppose that these men took upon them- 
selves to dissent from the arrangements made by Titus. Some were not 
satisfied with their ordained elders, and appointed others, who minis- 
tered without ordination ; others obtained their ordination, not from the 
Bishop, whom St. Paul left for that purpose, but from the elders who 
had no such commission; others mixed up Pagan rites with the pure 
ordinances of Christianity—the worship of idols, and other such abomi- 
nations. Inshort, some became Romanists, others Presbyterians, and 
others Independent Congregationalists. The rest kept in all things to 
the Apostolic doctrines-and ordinances. Can there be the slightest dif- 
ference of opinion as to which was the true Church, and which were the 
schismatics? And can there be any doubt that those who separated 
from the Bishops, and induced others to separate, were guilty of a ¥ery 
great sin—namely, the sin of schism—and debarred themselves from the 
blessed privilege of that Church from which they had departed. 
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Ridley.—You have put the case in a point of view, which, I confess, 
had not before struck me. Still there seems to be a question, whether 
the separatists of the present day stand on the same footing as your 
primo-primitive dissenters ? 

Herbert —I think a very strong parallel might be drawn between the 
supposed condition of the Church in Crete, when St. Paul left it, and 
that of the Church in England, at the time of Elizabeth. In both the 
doctrine was pure and scriptural, and the discipline was Apostolic. We 
had put from us the modern corruptions of Rome, and stood on the basis 
of ancient Catholicity. Whatsoever sinfulness therefore attached itself 
to the supposed Cretan dissenters, would be equally attributable to those 
Englishmen, who first separated themselves from the reformed branch 
of the Church in England. With persons born and educated in dissent, 
and living in an age when schism is not acknowledged as a crime, we 
may hope and believe that to live in separation from the Church is nota 
sinful, but an involuntary error, the fault of their education and early 
prepossessions. All this we may acknowledge, and yet warn men against 
dissent, as ruinous to the Church, and most pernicious to those who fol- 
low it. With those who are dissenters from ignorance and not from 
wilfulness, it may be not so much their fault, as their misfortunes; but a 
very great misfortune, I believe itto be. For if their parents or forefa- 
thers who first wilfully separated from the Church, deprived themselves 
of great privileges, it does not seem possible that their privileges should 
be restored to their children, except upon their joining the Church. 
Whatsoever blessing God gives through his regularly ordained ministry, 
whatever benefit is attached to their ministration of the sacraments of 
Baptism and the holy Eucharist, whatsoever advantage belongs to hear- 
ing the word preached by lawful spiritual authority,—all these the 
dissenter manifestly loses, whether it be through his sin or his misfor- 
tune. Thus, in a remarkable manner, the sin of the parents cleaves to 
the children until the third or fourth generation; for—as I have re- 
marked, and, as far as my own observation extends, believe it is trtue— 
dissenters, except of the more violent political sort, do, after a few gene- 
rations, find their way back to the Church. 

So then we believe that the Church of Christ is one and indivisible, 
and that God’s Providence will continually preserve it. Time, in its 
course, may fora while obscure the excellencies of its beauty. It may 
be weighed down by heresy and error, as it was before the Reforma- 
tion; but, by the help of God, and through the light of his holy word, it 
will again emerge in its former purity. It may be vexed by schism, as 
it is at the present time; but, with God’s aid, it will shake off from it all 
its enemies and false friends, as it hasdone many times before. It will 
flow on, like a mighty river, fertilizing the plains through which it 
aot and, though its current may run turbid for a while, or a thousand 

ubbles float upon its surface, yet will it go calmly and majestically on- 
ward till it fall into the ocean of eternity. 

(Herbert paused, but his friend making no reply, he resumed.) The 
observations which I have made with regard to separation from the 
Church, have been in answer to the latitudinarian opinions, which are at 
rym 80 lamentably prevalent. I am, however, very far from deny- 
Ing that there is also such a thing as intolerance, and undue positiveness, 
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as well as latitudinarianism. Each man of course endeavors to attain 
the true medium. In my opinion, the best way to avoid the two ex- 
tremes is to make up one’s mind as to what és the true Church of Christ, 
and with thankfulness to God, to study to live in holy communion with 
it; but not to care to pronounce decidedly, who do zot belong to it, or 
what disadvantage accrues to them. Church matters are so confused 
and involved, that it seems impossible to draw the precise line of de- 
marcation between the Church and separatists. With regard to the 
several bodies more immediately in contact with ourselves, which re- 
ceive commonly the appellation of Churches, it does not seem necessary, 
or even possible, that we should affirm how far they have a right to that 
title—or rather how far the individual members of those bodies may 
claim the title of Churchmen. We cannot admit their claim, because 
in our judgment, they do not adhere to the Apostolic doctrine and dis- 
cipline. On the other hand, to say precisely what degree of aberration 
excludes them from the rank of Churches, would be doing more than we 
are warranted. Thus, the Church of Rome, miscalled the Catholic 
Church, while it maintains the Apostolic succession and threefold order 
of ministry, has, as we believe, especially at the Council of Trent, au- 
thorized gross errors, and departed in many things from the Apostolic 
doctrine, as set forthin holy Scripture. How far this may vitiate her 
ministrations, we presume not to judge. Hooker says, “‘we must ac- 
knowledge even heretics themselves to be, though a maimed part, yet a 
part of the visible Church. **** We dare not communicate with Rome 
concerning her sundry gross and grievous abominations ; yet, touching 
those main parts of Christian truth, wherein they constantly still persist, 
we gladly acknowledge them to be of the family of Jesus Christ.” 

So again with regard to Presbyterians,—the doctrines which they 
hold are, in most respects, similar to our own, and they profess to main- 
tain the Apostolic succession of the ministry, but in rejecting the ordina- 
tion of bishops, to whom alone, as we believe, power was given in the 
Church to ordain, they have introduced a perplexing novelty, and have 
departed from the Apostolic discipline, which had existed for fifteen 
hundred years. The power of ordination, which was conferred by the 
Apostles on the first bishops, has been handed down from bishop to bishop 
throughout the whole Church from the beginning ; and we have no inti- 
mation, either in scripture orin history, of Elders or Presbyters having 
received the power to ordain, or to administer the sacraments without 
episcopal ordination. “i ° - ° Pie ae ee 
With regard to the salvation of individuals, we do not presume to speak, 
Until the judgment of the great day we cannot tell who will be mem- 
ber’s of Christ’s invisible Church. ‘The Lord knoweth whom he hath 
chosen,”’ we do not. “Many shall come from the east, and from the 
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of heaven; but the children of the kingdom shall be cast into outer 
darkness.” So, many dissenters, many Romanists, and even heathens 
will, we may hope, eventually be saved; while many lukewarm, inso- 
Jent, unfaithful Churchmen will be condemned. “ Let us, therefore, not 
be high-minded but fear.” 

Still, we believe, and rejoice in the belief, that we, who are baptized 
members of the one Catholic and Apostolic Church, have been called tg 
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ivi : i i f glory is 
hich privileges and advantages: and that the inheritance o1 g 
meet adie and made overtous. May God make us thankful, as we 
ought to be, and give us grace to use our privileges to his own glory and 


our own salvation !* 


AN INFIDEL’S ADVICE. 

A writer in the Western Observer, Bishop M‘Ilvaine, we presume, 
relates the following remarkable anecdote : 

[have recently been in conversation with a gentleman who personally 
knew the noted Tom Paine, from whom I have learned some particulars 
which it may be useful to repeat. This gentleman states that when a 

oung man he was driving his father’s wagon from Sing Sing to a place 
in Westchester County, N. Y., when Paine, travelling the same way, 
requested to be taken in. The young man consenting they rode about 
twenty miles together. The fame and talk about ‘ Paine’s Age of 
Reason,’ had made a skeptical imptession on the mind of the youth, and 
finding himself in the presence of its author, he gladly availed himself of 


.the opportunity to learn more of that sort of reason. In the conversa- 


tion, Paine positively asserted that he believed the Scriptures to be the 
word of God, and most seriously charged his auditor not to read his 
book, or, if he did, not to suffer it to have any influence on his mind. 
He said it did not contain the truth; that he wrote it at first without the 
intention of publishing, merely to see what he could do; that he deeply 
regretted its publication, and would give any thing had he never written 
it. Such was the serious earnestness of Paine in these remarks, and so 
conclusively did he reason against the principles of his ‘ Age of Reason,’ 
that he entirely removed all skeptical impressions from the mind of the 
young man, (the present informant,) so that the latter has ever since re- 
tained a grateful recollection of the conversation, and now says that such 
was Paine’s earnestness to prevent his being injured by his writings, 
and to eradicate all such evil impressions as they had already made, that 
he can never lose the remembrance of it. The same gentleman says 
that he has heard of several persons who could relate the same observa- 
tions from Paine to them.—Christian | Witness. 

THE TRUE CHURCH. 

I conceive that we place ourselves in a very false position, and fail 
to act, in one point, the part which God has assigned to us in the world, 
if ever we adopt that language, or lend ourselves to those proceedings 
in which the Church is regarded as a sect among sects. It is quite foreign 
to my purpose to argue here the question of Episcopacy: but if we 
believe that the Apostles founded and framed an Episcopal Church; if 
we trace the plan of such a Church in the Scriptures ; if, following up 


* “The true Church is the universal fellowshi ’s fai 
p of God’s faithful and elect people 
— the foundation of the y mag: and Prophets, Jesus Christ being the head 
rstone. And it hath always three notes or marks, whereby it is known :—pure 


. loctrine, the sacraments ministered according to ist’ institut 
and the right use of , SOE - gto Christ’s holy institution 
Bit use of ecclesiastical discipline,” — Homily for Whit Sunday, ae , 
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our inquiries, to throw light on the question by comparison of Scripture 
with early ecclesiastical records, we arrive at that conclusion which 
enables us, with the incomparable Hooker, to challenge the opponents 
of our system, that they show but one Church upon the face of the whole 
earth, from the apostolic times to the Reformation, that was not Episco- 
pal; if all the remnants of ancient Churches now existing in the east, 
have preserved this constitution from their beginning, and our own 
Church has opened interesting communications with them which may be 
designed to lead the way to their renovation in holy communion with 
ourselves ; if the real strength of Rome consists only in the multiplied 
divisions and unseemly disarray of the Protestant Churches ; if this can 
never be cured so long as the vicious principle is admitted that Christians 
may lawfully form new societies, and create new ministries, at will; if 
it was the singular blessing of our own, among other Churches, at the Re- 
formation, to preserve the ancient order and the uninterrupted succession 
of her hierarchy ; if, lastly, these principles are so pointedly recognized, 
so fully received and acted upon in her practice, that we accept the orders 
as valid of a Romish priest who recants, although we re-ordain all Pro- 
testant ministers who pass over tous from non-Episcopal Churches ;— 
then, with this chain of facts before our eyes, I do conceive that we are 
wanting alike in our consistency as Churchmen, and our duty in the 
Church universal, if, swayed by the stream of prevailing opinion, study- 
ing an ill-understood popularity, or even prompted by an amiable spirit 
of conciliation, we consent to prejudice the exclusive character of our 
ministry, and voluntarily descend from the ground which we occupy with 
our people, and other Protestant Episcopalians, as a distinct and pecu- 
liar body among the Churches. And is this to exalt ourselves, and to 
preach ourselves instead of Christ Jesus our Lord? Far otherwise 
than this ; if rightly considered, our claims to apostolic order and succes- 
sion—as is well pointed out by a late and excellent colonial prelate, 
(Heber,) should humble us in the dust, under asense of the greatness of 
our calling so far above our worthiness and strength. Whatever affords 
a heightened view of the office which we hold, and the part which we 
have to sustain in the Church of God, can only, or should only, prompt 
us to deeper earnestness in seeking that sufficiency which is of him 
alone.— Bishop of Montreal. 


THE BAPTIZED CHILD. 
A FACT. 


It was evening. A sultry day of midsummer was verging into a still 
and cool night—the blessing of nature upon the weary and faint of spi- 
rit. But to one sick chamber darkness brought no peace. The last 
rays of light had gilded with no hope the couch where Henry Hender- 
son lay struggling for life. He was but four years old, the only child of 
many whom his parents had brought even thus far on the journey, (ac- 
cording to our trembling fear,) of the life that is. 

From the earliest hour of consciousness his mother had striven to im- 
press religious principles upon him. His training had been as much for 
heaven as earth. Trusting to be spared at least this one sympathizing 
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irit, she had thought to secure in him a fountain of the purest waters 
mpl r And yet experience had painfully assured her that he 


belonged more to God than to any earthly friend. Early were the 
hands of ‘dedication laid upon this loved one—early was he devoted to 
God in the name of his “ holy child Jesus.” The water which set him 
apart from the world, and admitted him to the Church of the first born, 
was laid upon his unconscious brow by his father’s hand. 

But now that prayer seems unanswered, The spirit vowed to heaven 
clings toearth. Sensible of failing strength, of the deepening shadows 
which the sunset of existence drew over him, the child asks in an im- 
ploring tone, “if he must die.” ‘* Yes,” said his mother, in a serenity 
which concealed her aching heart, and which repeated affliction had left, 
in its sore discipline, “‘ Yes, God bids you come: The angels wait to 
bear you up. Jesus spreads his arms to take you in. I cannot keep 
you back. He that gave you recalls his gift. Always you were more 
his than ours. You have ever beentruly God’s while we called you our 
own.” 

‘But mother, | cannot goand leave you alone—and all my pretty 
books and toys, and my dear play fellows, and this bright and happy 
world, and so many, many things I Jove. No, mother, I cannot go. Oh, 
do not let me. God is too good to ask me back before I have lived any 
time here. 

“ Ah, my child, said his deeply tried mother, you are God’s and not 
mine!” When you were very young I carried you to the holy altar, and 
while the Church was bowed in prayer I gave you up to Him that lent 
you to us, and secretly prayed that when no longer it was safe or good 
for you to stay, we might have strength to say, “ Thy will be done.” 
And now he calls you home. 

** And did you, my mother, promise to give me up when my heavenly 
Father wanted me? Did you really give me tohim? Then I am wil- 
ling to go. Do not weep, dear mother; it is right that I should go.” 
And with his failing breath you could hear a fainter and a fainter mur- 
mur from the patient little sufferer, until all was silent, “ I was given to 
him, and now he wants me,” and thus he fell asleep sweetly in Jesus, 
and angels carried him to his rest. His mother’s heart found peace, and 
his fathers tears were wiped away. 

The baptismal rite he had understood in its full significance, and it 
freed his soul from every lingering desire, every trembling fear. It 

taught him self-surrender. It bowed his young heart to the will of 
Heaven. It bade him ascend on the wings of a willing spirit to the 
bosom of his Father. It pledged to him the everseeing, all-surrounding 


love of a covenant-keeping God in the world of light and glory and 
joy.— Banner of the tein : iid 


BR res agement to Defaulters.—It is a well known fact that where 
ergymen are displaced from the Ministry in our Church, they not un- 


frequently find a heart recepti inati 
Gospel Messenger. y reception among other denominations,— Utica 
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POETRY. 
(SELECTED. ) 
CONSOLATION FOR THE LONELY. 


There is a land where beauty cannot fade, 
Nor sorrow dim the eye; 
Where true love shall not drvop, nor be dismay’d, 
And where none shall ever die! 
Where is that land, oh where? 
For I would hasten there! 
Tell me,—lI fain would go, 
For I am wearied with a heavy woe! 
The beautiful have left me all alone; 
The true, the tender, from my path are gone! 
Oh guide me with thy hand, 
If thou dost know that land, 
For I am burdened with oppressive care, 
And I am weak and fearful with despair! 
Where is it? tell me where. 


Friend, thou must trust in him who trod befo 
The desolate paths of life; : 
Must bear in meekness as He meekly bore 
Sorrow, and pain, and strife! 
Think how the Son of God 
These thorny puths hath trod; 
Think how He longed to go, 
Yet tarried out for thee the appointed woe: 
Think of his weariness iu places dim, 
When no man comforted or cared for him! 
Think of the blood like sweat, 
With which His brow was wet, 
Yet how He pray’d, unaided and alone, 
In what great agony, “Thy will be done !” 
Friend, do not thou despair, 


Christ from his Heaven of Heavens will hear thy D pe art 
MARY HOWETT. 


—_es— 
LINES ON COWPER’S MOTHER, 


BY LADY WASHINGTON. 


Here lies, in early years bereft of life, 

The best of mothers and the kindest wife, 

Who neither knew nor practised any art, 

Secure inall she wished—ber husband’s heart ; 
Her love to him still prevalent in death, 

Pray’d Heaven to bless him with her latest breath; 
Still was she studious never to offend, 

And glad of an occasion to commend ; 

With ease would pardon injuries received, 

Nor e’er was cheerful when another grieved. 
Despising state, with her own lot content, 
Enjoyed the comforts of a life well oo ; 
Resigned when Heaven demanded back her breath, 


Her mind heroic, midst the pangs of death. 
Whoe’er thou art, that dost this tomb draw near, 
O, stay awhile and shed a friendly tear ; 

These lines, though weak, are as herself sincere. 
VOL, XVIII.—No, 2, > 
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Poetry.—Religious Intelligence. 


From the Christian Remembrancer. 


BAPTISM. 


See the Gospel in the office for the Public Baptism of Infants. 


As round the hallowed Font we stand 

With yearning, trusting, trembling hearts, 
What biessedness the kind command 

T’o Faith’s attentive ear imparts: 


“« Doubt not, but earnestly believe 

That Christ, as heretofore, with grace 
This present infant will receive, 

And in his arms of love embrace.” 


Oh! take the word of mercy home 
By meditation made thine own, 
A Solge of peace it shall beeome, 

hat’er befall thy cherish’d one. 


Whether Death’s hand of iron take’ 
The nursling from thine arms away ; 
Whether—far better—he forsake 
The truth awhile, and seem to stray ; 


Whether in solitary care 
Thou musest, doubtful of his fate ;— 
Close to thy heart the promise wear, 
And thou sha!t not be desolate. 


Safe in the everlasting arms, 
Thy little infant cradled lies, 
Eternal power defends from harms, 


Eternal love Hell’s hate defies. A. F. 





———= 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
A RECOMMENDATION. 


When a Christian People feel themselves to be overtaken by a great 
public calamity, it becomes them to humble themselves under the dispen- 
sation of Divine Providence, to recognize His righteous Government 
over the children of men, to acknowledge His goodness in time past, as 
well as their own unworthiness, and to supplicate His merciful protec- 
tion for the future. 

The death of William Henry Harrison, late President of the United 
States, so soon after his elevation to that high office, is a bereavement 
peculiarly calculated to be regarded as a heavy afiliction, and to impress 
all minds with a sense ot the uncertainty of human things, and of the 
ee of Nations, as well as of individuals, upon our Heavenly 

arent. 

T have thought, therefore, that I should be acting in conformity with 
the general expectations and feelings of the community, in recommending 
as 1 now do, tothe People of the United States, of every Religious 
denomination, that according to their several modes and forms of wor 
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ship, they observe a day of Fasting and Prayer, by such religious 
services, as may be suitable on the occasion: and I recommend Friday, 
the fourteenth day of May, for that purpose: to the end that, on that day, 
we may all, with one accord, join in humble and reverential approach to 
Him, in whose hands we are, invoking Him to inspire us with a proper 
spirit and temper of heart and mind, under these frowns of His Provi- 
dence, and still to bestow His gracious benedictions upon our Govern- 


ment and our country. JOHN TYLER. 
Washington, April 13, 1841. 


(CIRCULAR: ) 
Cheraw, April 22d, 1841. 

To the Clergy and Lay readers of the Diocese of South- Carolina : 
Breturen :—In consistency with the spirit of the lesson in the Cate- 
chism “ to honor and obey the civil authority,” and inthe 37th Article, 
of our Church, “ to pay respectful obedience to the civil authority regu- 
larly and legitimately constituted,” there can be no doubt, that the 
‘* recommendation ” of the Chief Magistrate of the United States, to 
observe FRIDAY, the 14th of May next, as A Day or Fastine anp 
Prayer, in consequence of the death of his venerated predecessor, will 
be complied with on your part; and, therefore, under the authority of 
certain Rubrics,* and a Canon,? the following is the “ Service set out 


Sor the occasion ;” 
MORNING. 


The 4th Selection of Psalms, 

First Lesson—Nehemiah, chap, ix. to the end of 26th verse. 

Second Lesson—ULuke, chap. xii., begin at 15th verse, end with 48th 
verse. 

The rest of the service, as in that for Ash- Wednesday, with the addi- 
tion of the ‘“* Prayer for persons under Affiction,”’ and the Prayer 
annexed, to be used before the ** Prayer of St. Chrysostom ;”’ and also 
the Collect herewith sent, to be used, inthe Ante-Communion service 
before the Ash-Wednesday Collect. 

EVENING. 

The 6th Selection of Psalms. 

First Lesson—Nehemiah, chap. xiii., begin at 10th verse and end 
with 22d verse. 

Second Lesson—Revelations, chap. iii. 

The Collect for Ash- Wednesday, and that in this circular, to be used 
before the ‘* Collect for Peace.” The“ Prayer for persons under 
Affliction,” and the Prayer herein set forth, to be used before the 
* Prayer of St. Chrysostom.” 

PRAYER. 

O GOD, without whom nothing is strong, nothing 1s holy, we humbly 
implore for our beloved country, the protection and blessing of thy good 
Providence, and the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we may ever shun 
error, and impiety, and immorality ; and cultivate true religion and virtue 
maore and more; have “none other God” but Thee, and love other 


*In the 5th clause of the “ Order” “how the Psalter is appoinjed to be read,” and the 
an ane oe ‘‘ Order” “how the rest ofthe Holy Scripture is appointed to be read,” 
t Canon 47, 
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nations as ourselves ; honor thy holy Name, and thy blessed Word, thy 
Sabbath and thy Sacraments, pay due obedience to the law ecclesiasti- 
cal and civil; put away the leaven of malice and wickedness, and always 
serve Thee in pureness of living and truth ; forsake all covetuus desires, 
and inordinate love of riches; and, finally, so live here, by the faith of 
thy blessed Son, Jesus Christ, as to live forever with Thee in glory; 
through the same our Lord Jesus Christ.—Amen. 
COLLECT. 

O GOD, our refuge and ruler, our guide and strength, we beseech 
Thee mercifully to receive the confessions, supplications, and inter- 
cessions of thy Church, for ourselves, our fellow-citizens, and our rulers, 
that we may profit by Thy afflictive dispensations ; use this present world 
as not abusing it; partgke of the consolation, satisfaction, and glorious 
hope of Thy childrey in this life, and finally be admitted to a better 
country, even the hegvenly, through Jesus Christ our Lord.—AmeEn. 


To the Laity of tWe Diocese of South Carolina: 

Breturen :—Ipis presumed, of course, that the “ recommendation” 
respecting a day/of fasting and prayer, so appropriate in itself, and 
coming from sych high authority, will be complied with by you, but it 
has occurred to me to suggest, that they who by reason of sickness or 
some other good cause, cannot attend at Church, migat, in private, 
usefully engage in the service herein set out, and thus though “ absent 
in body, be present in spirit” with their assembled brethren, in humbling 
themselves befure God ; in availing themselves of the instruction of his 
holy woid and Church ; and in supplicating the favour of his Providence, 
and grace upon our government and country: And also, that the head 
of afamily, to whom this public worship and instruction, by reason of 
distance or some other sufficient reason, may not be accessible, (gather- 
ing together the members of the family young and old, and also the 
domestics, and other servants, ) might conduct the service, according to 
the order here set out, which it is hoped, will be found not unsuitable to 
the solemn occasion, but in correspondence with the proper duties of a 






' fast day, viz.: religious reflection, humiliation of spirit, and holy commu- 


pion with our heavenly Father and his Church on earth and in heaven. 
Persuaded that these suggestions will be received in the spirit with 
which they are offered, it is not necessary to add the expression of a 
sincere desire ever to cherish a sense of the responsibility of my relation 


° you, and of a cordial interest in your welfare, temporal and spiri- 
al. 


(Signed) CHRISTOPHER E. GADSDEN, 
Bishop of the Diocese of South-Carolina. 


The endearing relation of a Pastor.—We have been favored with the 
permission to publish on our pages the following letter, written on a 
Baye sar ie 

© wardens and Vestry have received your letter resigning the 

i aes Our first impulse creaee te inquiry hig the mo- 
ae ich led to your determination—but your assurances privately 
g ave satisfied us that no action on our part could induce a change 
your purpose—no alternative is consequently left us but that of 
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acquiescence—and whilst we painfully and reluctantly yield it, we feel 
that it would be doing violence to our own feelings, as well as injustice 
to our estimate of your private and clerical character, should we suffer 
this occasion to pass by without expressing our high regard of your 
pastoral services, and our sorrow for your departure. 
During the twelve years you have resided among us we have been 
brought into frequent and intimate connexion—and you stand associated 
in our hearts with many interesting and tender ties. In sickness you 
have been with us to relieve—in health to confirm and cheer us in the 
path of Christian duty—in our griefs you have pointed our thoughts to 
the source of all true joy-—and in our sorrows you have mingled as one 
charged with a message of mercy. You have been the instrument in 
the hand of God of bringing many—most of us into the visible Charch 
of our Redeemer. At your hands our children have been baptized—our _ 
dead buried—and we all have received the broken body and the shed 
blood of a crucified Saviour. These considerations, Rey. and dear sir, 
give you a place in our affections which can never be filled by another— 
most willingly would we be spared the pain of this separation—but we 
must, and dw believe, that the Master demands your services in another 
portion of his vineyard. Go then, and may his blessing follow---his peace 
be ever with you. Go, and carry with you the gratitude of a people 
you have faithfully served---their unavailing regret at your departure--- 
their sincere hopes for your future usefulness—their ardent prayers for 
your immortal interest. And should you never offer for us the public 
prayers of our Liturgy, forget us not we beseech you in your private 
intercessions at the Throne of Grace.” 


Diocese of Georgia.—A private letter from Savannah gives the 
following interesting information, The Institute is to be located at 
Montpelier, Monroe County, Ga. | 


“ Georgia Episcopal Institute and Christ College.---An institution 
bearing this name has been recently incorporated by the Legislature of 
this State, for the purpose of Christian and general education, under the 
auspices and in conformity with the principles of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the United States, a denation of a property of upwards of 
700 acres good land, with the necessary buildings for the accommoda- 
tion of 40 or 50 girls and boys, situated in one of the most healthy spots 
in Georgia, having been made, through the Divine influence, by a gene- 
rous Christian to the Church ; the same being invested in thirteen Trus- 
tees, with the Bishop of the Diocese, who is, ex-officio, Chairman of the 
Board. 

“© We are indebted, under God, to the Rt. Rev. Bishop Chase’s visit 
to our city, in March last, for the commencement of this undertaking, 
and we pray that, through the continued blessing of the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, it may be conducted to his honor and glory and the 
welfare of the Church, which ‘ he hath purchased with his own blood.’ 

“The primary school for girls and boys will be under the Rey. 


Charles Fay and his wife, a daughter of the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hopkins, 
of Vermont.” 
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Washington College—It was remarked a few years since, by the 
Secretary of the American Education Society, that “to their honour it 
should be stated that the Episcopalians in this country, have ever been 
the advocates of a learned ministry.” And in no part of the country 
has this been more uniformly insisted upon, and in no place has greater 
efforts been made to secure it, than in Connecticut. The early Church- 
men of Connecticut felt the importance of being able to train up their 
children in Schools and Seminaries, where they might remain under 
the same religious infinences,as when at home. Much more did they 
deem it important, that their children should not be compelled to resort 
for their education, to places where the faith and worship in which they 
had been educated, was spoken of with indifference, or perhaps with 
contempt, or even represented as positively erroneous. To prevent this, 
the early Clergy did what they could by educating young persons in their 
own families; and in 1796, the Convention established the Epzscopal 
Academy at Cheshire. Washington College is but a carrying out of the 
designs of the early Churchmen of Connecticut ; and if we may judge 
of the future by the past, itis to be of immense benefit to the Church at 
large, and especially to the Church in Connecticut—Chronicle of the 


Church. 


Observance of the Sabbath—We are glad to find influences rising 
up in various places in favor of the Sabbath. The Providence Journal 
says:— We have at length ascertained the origin of the petition to dis- 
continue the Sunday mail from Boston to Providence. A correspondent 
in Attleborough writes to us that “ the second Congregational church in 
this place, (Attleborough,) acted first upon this subject. The reason 
and propriety of any action by this church upon this subject must be too 
obvious to require a statement of them from me. At a regular meeting 
of the church the subject was introduced and a committee chosen to 
request the rail-road corporation to discontinue the practice of running 
their cars on the Sabbath.” Our correspondent further states that the 
petition was laid before the directors by the president, and they au- 
thorized him to petition the post-office department to discontinue the 
Sunday mail, and as the result shows, the petition was finally granted.” 

This procedure, it seems to us is highly honorable to all the parties 
concerned, The friends of the Sabbath, in our judgement, made a mis- 
take im some of their movements in its favor. But in such movements 
as this of the church at Attleborough, there can be no mistake; and the 
result proves that there is along the line and among the directors of the 
Boston and Providence rail-road, and at the general post-office, an intel- 
ligent regard to the interests of society as connected with the Sabbath, 
which is much more efficient in correcting evils, than any resort to legal 
penalties could possibly be. Since the giand defeat of the more orga- 
a Se eee years ago, there has been a more 
EW Oo the subject, which has corrected public opinion 

portantextent. We have no fears of loss to the public welfare 

by the observance of the Sabbath. 
iad Company (Scotland) has taken its stand, and 
Sabbath dae rn . to have nothing to do with the desecration of the 
y: is 18 done in opposition to the post-office authorities. 
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It may be compelled to carry the mail, but will carry no passengers ; and 
the government are not likely to incur the expenses of carrying the mail 
without passengers. This is noble. Would to God that the same spirit 
were evinced in our own country, and the same firm stand taken against 
that profligate course our government seems determined to pursue in 
reference to Sabbath mails, and in which they readily secure the co-upe- 
ration of most of the railway and steam companies. There is nota 
darker cloud hanging over our national prospects than that arising from 
the fens and marshes filled with the putridities of Sabbath desecra- 
tion.— Utica Gospel Messenger. 


Holy Sacraments.---The prevailing error here in regard to the sacra- 
ments is that of too low an estimation of them as means of grace. If 
we mistake not, the tendency of the age is to a lack of reverence for 
sacred things. Certainly, so far as our observation extends, the preva- 
lent popular opinion of sacraments needs not to be lowered but to be 
raised. While so many neglect the baptism of children entirely, and 
many who practise it think so little of it, while so small a proportion of 
our congregations are communicants, while so many, even aitendants on 
Episcopal ministrations hope to be saved, and expect to be saved with- 
out participating at all in the sacrament of the Lord’s supper, we feel our- 
selves constrained to labor, not to diminish veneration for the sacraments, 
but to increase it. If some of our brother editors are differently situated, 
their course of duty may be different from that of ours. Ifin their 
meridian the prevailing error is the other way, if amongtheir readers 
there is greater danger from an over-estimate of religious means and 
ordinances, we congratulate them in that the error is more easily cor- 
rected thanits opposite. It is much easier to pull down than to build 
up. It is easier to keep improper subjects from the sacraments than to 
win their hearts to a right observance of them.—--Christian Witness. 


Oxford Tracts.---A late non-Episcopal writer remarks :---“* Oxford- 
ism, after all that some may say of it, is merely carrying out the radical 
principles of the Church in its legitimate bearing. Oxfordism has a 
strong hold in the heart of the Protestant Episcopal Church. It does not 
surprise us however to witness this tendency of the Episcopal Church.” 

Christian Munificence.---The Zoological Society was indebted to the 
Rev. J. Cowles in no less asum than £1700 ; and the Reverend gentle- 
man, finding that the funds were by no means adequate, sent the direc- 
tors a release for this debt, on the sole condition that the gardens should 
not be opened to the public on the Sabbath — Manchester Chron. 


The Wesleyan Methodists, England.—We learn from the London 
Morning Advertiser, that the Wesleyan Methodists of England, as a 
body, are the supporters and defenders of the Church of England, in this 
her day of trial. It is said that every paper belonging to that Confe- 
rence, and the whole body of the clergy, are all united in their support. 
Phis is follawing the advice of their founder. 
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Society for the Reformation of Juvenile Delinquents.—The Sixteenth 
Annual Report of the Managers states that during the past year there 
have been under the care of the Society, 406 children, of whom 190 
have been received during the past year. The Society at present ex- 
ercises alegal guardianship over more than 2200 children. Of the 190 
children received during the past year, 121 were committed to the So- 
ciety by the police of New-York. In regard to the causes of crime, it 
is well to hear the Society’s testimony. 

“Perhaps there is no cause of excitement in our city, which ruins 
such multitudes, especially of the young, as the thirst for theatrical 
amusements. The notices of these entertainments published so conspi- 
cuously in all of the principle streets of the city and at rooms of public 
lounging, united with the glowing descriptions which the youth already 
initiated are eager to give to their companions, are temptations not 
easily resisted. But how shall access to such places be gained without 
means? A resort to theft isthe most natural and common determination. 
At first the amount is small, and concealment is easily effected. But 
escape from detection encourages a prosecution in dishonesty. Vicious 
associations are soon formed, and the increasing relish for indulgences 
once tasted, and the charm of fellowship in crime, give strength and 
boldness to viscious propensities. The evil, which if early discovered, 
might by moral influences have been crushed in the bud, becomes by 
confirmed habit too deeply rooted to be easily eradicated. And at last 
the parents or guardians of the youth, to save themselves from farther 
depredation, or animated by the hope of rescuing him from total ruin, 
give him up to suffer the inflictions of penal justice. What influence, 
let it be anxiously inquired, can be created to prevent this annual sacri- 
fice of the young of both sexes at such a polluted shrine? Without 
stopping to discuss any question respecting the merits of Dramatic lites 
rature, or the propriety of scenic representations, the fact should be 
distinctly stated, that the influerice of theatres as they at present exist, 
their characteristic features of excess and vicious excitement, is fatal to 
the morals of the rising generation. Here, in the very bosom of society, 
in institutions and establishments which it supports with its fashion and 
superfluous wealth, exist the very causes which pre-eminently produce 
poverty, wretchedness and crime.” 


—_Ssx2-— 
P. E. SOCIETY FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF CHRISTIANITY IN SOUTH-CAROLINA. 


The Treasurer reports having received from Mr. John N. Wiliiams, of Society 
Hill, Darlington District, $5 as an annual member. 


—se— 
CALENDAR FOR MAY. 
1. Philip and St. James the Apostles, 20. The Ascension of our Lord Jesus 
> 3d Sunday after Easter. Christ. 
16, oa Sunday after. 23. Sunday after Ascensioi. 
In y. Sunday after, or Ragation Sunday. | 30. Whit-Sunday. 
; . 7 Wi L a . 
a Rogation Days. 31. Monday in Whit-Sunday week 





















REMOVAL.---The Depository 


Kept by A. E. MILLER, No. 25 Broad-st., 
Is fully supplied with the publications of the General Protestant Episcopal Sun- 
day School Union, for the use of Sunday Schools in this State. 


Sunday School Books. 


For Sale at the Depository. 


























Single. !doz.| 100 . 2 
Sunday School Numerical Register, - 50 cts. New Bible Questions. 
Sunday Schoo] Minute Book, hee On St ‘Math ah mr gyenl Ist 

“ “ GeneralClassBook, . 35 : - $1 tO : yp tre, 

és ee Teacher’s Roll Book, . 33 Part 2d $1 20 _ Finn at 

< Teacher's Gass Book, . 8 Part 3d, $1 32 ae Baa 
System of puatrmerer gran : : 0 37 3 00 On the Acts of the Apostles, part Ist 
Sunday School Book, Sart : oS } 75 $1 32 per dozen. 

e , oy 00 Part 2d $1 20 per dozen. 

‘ ss “6 No.3 4 ‘0 35 oe ’ 

Rican a No, ri 3 0 rs 2 a Part 3d, $1 20 per dozen. 
Questidns on these 4 Rooke, »- + 10 [0 781 650 a ee ois 
Harm of the Creeds, . : 2 0 241 300 ew Teacher’s Book. 
Catechikm, No. 1, ; , . ° 3 0 25) 1 75 Catechism on the Collects, by the 

“ No. 2, naa 8 ~~ short wife ef a Missionary. 

Ques, & Answers. 4. |0 36) 300 | —_ 
No.3, enlarged by Bish. Sunday School Library. 

Hobart, 12 1 32} 11 00 Complete in 68 vols. Price 12 60. 

6 Lloya’s on ge ra - —~-— aie 

, of the Bible. 5 0 37!. 4 00 New Library Books 

6 No. 4, (by Cumming,) - 10 0 75) 6 00 Agathos, and other Sunday Stories 
Manuel of Short Prayers, ._ . . 4 0 35| 2 75 A week in the New Year 
Sunday School Mngt of oho . -~ 025} 300 | teins and — for children 

“ “ salms and Hymns 1 0 96) 8 00 The Holy Child Jesus. 

Compan. to the Book of Com. Prayer, -- 2 1 20) 10 00 The Boy who loved the Bible. 
Questions on “ a . 5 0 37) 3 00 —_- 

“ the Collects, .  . + 1 32] 11 00 The Children’s Magazine 
Scripture Instruction, . ; . . Be 1 56] 13 00 TERMS.—(Subscriptions to be 
Collects from Prayer Book, ; ‘ 5 0 37; 3 00 paid in advance) 25 cents a year. 
Easy Questions for a little child, ‘ 3 0 35| 275 Complete sets of the 8 volumes 
Questions by Croes on the Gospel may be had on application to the 

of St. Matthew, 10 0 96| 8 00 Agent. 
Questions on the agg oF ee a : 
pels. Parti and 2, 6 0 50} 5 50 Juvenile Library. 
Bible Companion, bonnd,2 vols, ,., 31 , Five Volumes, Sere 
THE : 
* 
JOURNAL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ; 


AND 
FAMILY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL VISITER. 
Edited by the Rev. BENJAMIN O. PEERS, and the Rev. BENJANIN L. HAIGHT. 
Published by the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday-School Union. 

The work issued monthly, each number contains 32 pages octavo, with printed 
covers, at the same price as heretofore, viz: One Dollar a year, (payable in advance, > 
or One Dollar and Twenty-five Cents at the end of the year. 

*.” Address (post paid) with plain and definite directions, Joan W. Mirenery 
28 Ann-strcet New-York, or to A. E. Mrcier, Agent, Charleston S. C. 


BISHOP BOWEN 'S SERMONS. 


Proposals for printing by Subscription, 


@ ERMONS on Christian Doctrines and Duties; by the late Right Rev. NATHAN- 
IEL BOWEN, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese of South-Carolina. and Rector of 
St. Michael’s Church, Charleston. In two volumes. t 
This valuable Work. which will be v-eleomed by the members of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, the religious public generally, and the friends of the respected Author 
particularly, will be put to press as soon us circumstances permit. 
There will be not less than Eighty Sermons; and in each volume about 500 pages 
The price will be, for each volume, in muslin boards, $250; or handsomely bound, 


350; Pa ° 
b PAYABLE ON DELIVERY A. E. MILLER, Publisher. 
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Recetpts for the Gospel Messenger, for the following years. 
1837. VOL. XIV. 1841. VOL. XVII. 


72 07 | Amt. brought forward received, $141 00 
Balance due, vie Mrs. Mary Taylor. (Columbia, ) 3 00 
1838. VOL. XV. = Mr. Dr. riage Sen. roa : = 
ived, $677 Mrs. Mary Hampton 0. 
Amt. brought forward receive $ he ad sGnuee Wo. ri 
1839. VOL. XVI. Mrs. Catharine Fitzsimons (do. 
ived, $620 00 | Mr. Wm. Heyward, (Grahamvill,) 3 00 
fait teonght forwerd receive pee Capt. John Fripp, (Beaufort,). 3 00 
1840. VOL. XVIL. Col. J. N. Williams, (Society Hill,) 3 00 
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Amt. brought forward received, $ 
Mrs. C. M. Heyward, 
Mrs, Ramsay, 
Mr. Francis Lance, 
Mrs. M. A. Axson, 
Mr. Wm. Dunn, (Columbia,) 
Mrs. Mary Hampton, (do.) 


$165 00 
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Church Societies in South- Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Caro- 
lina—Treasurer, Thomas Gadsden, Esq. office No. 8 St. Michael’s Alley; Library in 
Chalmers-st. Open every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, from 12 to 2 o’clock. 
Annual subscription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Ed- 
ward Frost, Fisq. office No. 90 Churchst. Annual subscription $10; subscription to 
the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—Treasurer, Mrs. Isaac 
Ball, East Bay, corner of Vernon-st.; Librarian, Mrs. Thos. H. Deas, Society-st., near 
East Bay, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 
Prayer Book, or 400 pages of Tracts annuually. 

4. Charleston Protesiant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasu- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. 


BISHOP BROWNELL’S FAMILY PRAYER BOOK. 


In 1 yolunie royal octavo, 800 pages, Price $5. 
Subscriptions received by A. E. MILLER. 


THE CHURCHMAN’S LIBRARY. 


To be published under the direction of Rt. Rev. BENJAMIN T. ONDERDONK, D. 
D., Bishop of New-York; and Rt. Rev. GEORGE W. DOANE, Bishop of New- 
Jersey. By Ricnarp & Grorce 8. Woop New-York. 

Fer particulars see the advertisement on the Cover of the A pril Number. 
____ Subscriptions received by A. E. MILLER. 


The Guardian. 


PROPOSALS for publishing at Columbia, Tennessee; a monthly periodical. enti- 
tled TH E GUARDIAN : a Family Magazine, devoted to the cause of Fotinis Education 
~ Christian rinciples ; edited at the Female Institute, Columbia, Tennessee, by the 

sh with the aid of the Rt. Rey. Visitor, Bishop Otey, and of the Tutoresses. 

erms. The Guardian will be neatly printed on a large double medium sheet of fine 
aper, each number containing sixteen pages quarto, compactly filled. It is but at the 
Ow price of one dollar and fifty cents a year, payable invariably in advance. 
Subscriptions received by A. E. MILLER. 


BRITISH CRITIC. 


UBSCRIPTIONS for th 
S made known at this ofice. same repeee oy A, Xs Muzes. Partitolars) will be 


Spirit of Missions, 
-York. The subscriber is Agent for South-Carolina. 
A. E. MILLER. 
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